French
Immersion

On y va! (LetoOos ¢

Parent Information




What is French Immersion?

rench Immersion is an author- come functionally bilingual in French by
ized alternative program. Stu- the end of secondary school. Over the
dents in French Immersion fol- long term, this can be accomplished with-
low the British Columbia Ministry out loss in other subject areas or in per-
of Education curriculum. Instruction is in sonal and social growth. In the Kam-
French at the elementary level with the loops/Thompson School District, where
exception of English Language Arts be- French Immersion classes began in Sep-
ginning in Grade 3. An emphasis is tember 1979, we provide early immer-
placed on language acquisition through sion which begins in Kindergarten and
the curriculum. continues successfully throughout the

years of the program to graduation.
French Immersion programs have been

developed throughout Canada for anglo-
phone students or students who speak
other languages at home. Students be-




How much time is spent learning in
French?

School District No. 73 favours a French Immersion program which will ensure a
strong French academic program for students in elementary and secondary
schools. Time allocations for instruction in English and French are as follows:

f
il

Kindergarten to Grade 2: 100% instruction in French

Grade 3 to Grade 7: 80% instruction in French, 20% instruction in English
Language Arts

Grade 8 to Grade 10: Minimum 50% (4 courses) instruction in French

Grade 11: Minimum 25% (2 courses) instruction in French

Grade 12: Minimum 12.5% (1 course) instruction in French




How will my child progress in French

Immersion?

rench Immersion students re-
ceive all their instruction in
French from Kindergarten to
the end of Grade 2.

It is recognized that the development
of a French -only environment is a two
year process, kindergarten and grade
one students and teachers are able to
use English when necessary, respond-
ing to the personal needs of students
(illness, emergency, etc.)

By the end of Kindergarten , chil-
dren should understand many common
phrases and words relating to the
events that take place in class. Chil-
dren will be speaking some French
spontaneously by the end of Kinder-
garten. Many children will be starting

By the end of Grade 1 , children
should be able to express orally, in
French, their basic needs and describe
much of what they are doing. Reading
and writing skills in French are devel-
oping, though not quite as rapidly as
those of the children in the English
program. The French Immersion stu-
dents will need to spend time develop-
ing their understanding of the French
language and increasing their vocabu-
lary.

By the end of Grade 2, children
should be expressing themselves quite
fluently in French. Children should
have mastered the basics of reading
and be able to express simple ideas in
written form. This is important be-
cause beginning in Grade 3 children

to use key phr aBsteceque u\ﬁllhals@récel\% instruction in reading

je peux al l(Mayldetai r e ?
drink.J' air biesoin @e

need a pencil). They may be using
some French words in their English
sentences; a child
unepomme (apple) for

une pomme

Oand writing in English.
. 0

crayon

In Grade 3 , children should be quite
comfortable in the basic categories of

m a gommuaigation: Spedkinge listgning,
s n areadling indl drritiyg. O

By the end of Grade 5 , children
should have the basic communication
skills to enable them to function in
French. Greater fluency in authentic,
spontaneous interaction is achieved as
the years progress.



What is the role of a parent with a child
in French Immersion?

Preparing Your Child for Schooling

It is important to talk to your child about school before opening day in September.
Let your child know that the teacher will be speaking French. Reassure your child
that the other children will speak English and that the teacher will understand
English and accept it being spoken. Be sure to stress the positive: your child will
be making new friends, playing with new toys and working with a variety of new
materials.

When you register your child for school, be it in French Immersion or in the Eng-
lish program, you will receive an Information Booklet. This booklet contains many
excellent ideas and suggestions about getting your child ready for school, whether
you choose the French Immersion or the English program.

Encouraging Your Child

For all children, parental encouragement makes a
attitude towards school. Your enthusiasm for the French Immersion program is
very important.

Although you may not speak French (like most parents of French Immersion stu-

dents), you are still the positive force in encouraging your child at home. Be avail-

able to talk to your child about his day. Not all children are willing to do this at
first. Do not pressure your child - the desire to share will come. Try to ask specif-

ic questions of your child about what they did during different parts of the day.




Reading to Your Child Home and School friendships may be
Communication formed. As children in

Continue to read to your Immersion are not neces-

child_ ona regul_ar be_lsis in Communication betw_een sarily from your immedi-
Epgllsh to provide him parent; and teacher is ate neighbourhood, your
Wlth a background of ex- essgntlal. Tegchers are child may want to be driv-
periences and voc_abulary. avall_able to discuss your en to a classmateds
This also allows him/her childdéds progre %osplay. For a
to be exposed to the rich formal interview, contact
heritage of English litera- the teacher ahead of time Homework
ture. It is also a good way to set up a time and date. )
to devel op vy o urlfsanbthing dcéuss in Be reassured if you
interest in learning to your home which could read or_speak French,
read. Visits with your upset your child, such as your child should be able
child to the municipal the death of a pet or a to do homework inde-
library, where both French change in the family situ- pendently. ~ All homework
and English books are ation, it is important that ~ assignments are intended
available, are a good idea. the teacher be informed as review of topics cov-

) by a phone call or a note ered in class and do not
Because'there is no for- in your childao éncngjavgoH(grbngw ideas
mal English taught in or concepts. If, however,
Primary until Grade 3, it is If you feel something at your child is consistently
helpful if you can encour- school is interfering with having difficulties with
age your child to use cor- your <chil do6s | dhesestidiescontacthhe n
rect grammatical struc- your <chil do6s t aeadhdreho will be happy
tures in his/her speech. should be informed of this to help.

concern. Casual calls 9
even when all is going
well 8 are encouraged.

The Need for a Break You can help your child by
providing a regular place
for study; a desk or table,
Classroom a light and quiet. If possi-
Relationships ble, have your child do

homework at the same

It is normal for your child
to come home a little
weary. After all, your child
has concentrated hard on

new vocabulary and con- It is important to do all time each day in order to
cepts. This necessary you can to foster good develop good study hab-
concentration has its ef- relations between mem- its.

fects. Observe your child bers of your childébés cl ass.
and ensure that he/she A student may spend

has adequate rest and his whole

relaxation from the men- elementary

tal and emotional effort of education

the day. Be proud of your with the

chil dodés achi ev esamestu-s,

patient if your child does dents. Asa

not share. Eventually he/ result of this,

she will. many close




What learning resources are available for

French Immersion?

School Resources

Library

Each French Immersion school has a
French section in the library consisting of
both fiction and non  -fiction materials. As
well the Kamloops Public Library has a
selection of materials available in French.

Learning Assistance

Immersion students have the same spec-
trum of abilities as any other cross section
of the population. Each school provides
the services of a learning assistance re-
source teacher (L.A.R.T., or in French
Aforthop®dagogued) .

District Educational Resources

Student Support Services

All School District No. 73 parents and stu-
dents have access to specialists such as

behavioural consultants, speech and lan-
guage pathologists, counsellors and psy-

chologists.




